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Introduction 
European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions, Dublin 2007 
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Introduction 

MSD risks/tasks in the sector: 
• Manual handling (production of crops) 
• Whole-body vibrations (tractor driving) 
• Awkward postures (harvesting or 

milking cows) 
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Introduction 

Joint declaration of EFFAT and COPA-
GEOPA (2005): to engage in sectoral 
negotiations on MSD with the aim of 
formulating a number of concrete 
proposals on the reduction of workers’ 
exposure to the risk of work-related 
MSDs 
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Objectives 

“Good practices in agriculture: social 
partners participation in the prevention 
of musculoskeletal disorders” 

 To develop a methodology to collect today’s 
good practices of the social partners in 
prevention of MSD 

 DG Employment, social affairs and equal 
opportunities, call for proposal VP/2008/001 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Development of the partnership 
• Involvement of the social partners 
• Definition of good practices 
• Definition of agricultural tasks 
• Collection of good practices 
• Dissemination of the information 
• Administration 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Development of the partnership 
-  Important links with national social 

partners’ organisations 
- Academic partners and/or experienced 

partners with the agricultural sector 
- Network partner 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Involvement of the social partners 
- At EU level: cooperation member states 
- At national level: contact with the field 
- At farm level: interview, good practices 

document 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Definition of good practices 
- http://osha.europa.eu/en/practical-solutions 

-> not necessarily basic research information 
-> not policy information 
-> not general knowledge 

- Kramer et al. (2010): innovations that have the 
potential for preventing MSDs 

- Acceptable to the prevailing cultural conditions (€) 
- Kogi (2011): low-cost solutions learned from local 

good practices 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Definition of agricultural tasks 
- NACE 01.1 & 01.2 

• Milking cows 
• Tractor driving 
• Ground level manual crops 
• Pruning 
• Sorting 
• Harvesting 

- Meetings national social partners + at EU level 
- Visits + standard document 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Collection of good practices 
- 103 company visits 
- 55 additional reports 
 143 GP’s : 

• Milking cows 59 
• Tractor driving 29 
• Ground level manual crops 15 
• Pruning 7 
• Sorting 16 
• Harvesting 16 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Dissemination of the information 
- At EU level: 

• 6 brochures in English 
• Website (after 2010?) 

- At national level: 
• Translations in Swedish, Polish, Dutch & French 
• Fairs 
• Schools 
• Magazines, journals 
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Dissemination of information 



© IDEWE. Confidential. 

www.agri-ergonomics.eu 
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Methodology, challenges 

• Administration 
- Tight deadline: one year … 
- Tight budget: travel costs 
- Coordination 4 countries 
- Reporting for DG Employment 
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Methodology, challenges 

• But rewarding ! 

And next ? 

If interested, contact: 
veerle.hermans@idewe.be 


