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COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1698/2005

Article 68:

Each Member State shall establish a national rural network,
which groups the organisations and administrations
involved in rural development.
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Some are beautiful, structured
and highly functional.......

...others are not so beautiful, not
so well structured and not so
highly functional

- Connecting Rural Europe
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What do we know about the
functionality and effectiveness of the
National Rural Networks?
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Growing body of
knowledge, but
this is not
currently
collected and
shared



4 Programme NRNs '
Germany, Italy, Portugal & Spain

27 ‘Technical Assistance’ NRNs
21 national RDPs
6 regional RDPs in UK/BE
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4 Programme NRNSs
Germany, Italy, Portugal & Spain

a) Subject to the obligations of the Common
Monitoring and Evaluation Framework (CMEF)

-> BUT no specific guidance is provided

- Connecting Rural Europe
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b) Methodological support
from the European
Evaluation Network for
Rural Development

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation
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d) Specialist knowledge is developing amongst a
small group of independent evaluators

An incubator of good
practice — how to
access it for the
benefit of other
NRNs?

- Connecting Rural Europe
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27 ‘Technical
Assistance’ NRNs
21 national RDPs

6 regional RDPs in
UK/BE

i) Networks may be evaluated as part of the
package of Technical Assistance measures

- Connecting Rural Europe
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ii) Significant
consideration of
networking in the
MTE reports of some
RDPs
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Scottish National Rural Network

1. Summary

et et s E.g. Scottish NRN (14 pages):

up 3 national rursl netwark grouping the arganisations and administrations invalved
in rursl dewelopmen:.  This reflects the perceived success of pan-Eurcacan
netwarking activity under the 2000 — 2006 LEADER: Programme. The UK haz 4
gifferent rursl development programmes reflecting each country's specificities each
with itz own rursl netwark; these are linked together 3t the UK level.

The averall aim of such netwarking iz that through an enhanced understanding of

rationz| and regional rural develop issues, rural development stakehalders wil

be better pliced 2o lzarn from ane anather and to take sdvantage of develoament

o Strategic rationale

to enabling rursl development; the principal @im is that this be achicved through
ishi jons between rural and by providing 3 means of
communicating. This is summed up in the strap line fram the Scottish National Rural

O *Management and delivery

1.2 Relevant Measures and Activities

Mational Rural Netwarks are supparted under the Technical Assistance provisiens,

T I T o e e eReview of pe rformance

1. Estsblishing the structures needed to run the network; and

2. Defivering an action plan contsining at least;

o eSummary of findings

provision of information about them;

-]

netwark mansgement;

[}

the organization of exchanges of exasrience and know-haw;

=]

the preparation of traiming programmes for laczl sction grouas in the

pracess of farmation; and

o technical azzistance for inter-territorizl and transnational cooperation.

* 1535/2003 Antide 58

157
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iii) No consideration of
networking in the MTE
reports of many RDPs

-> delayed until ex post
evaluation

- Connecting Rural Europe
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SOME QUICK CONCLUSIONS:
1.There is no consistent approach to NRN
monitoring and evaluation apparent in the

2010 Mid-Term Evaluation (MTE) reports

-> but a ‘learning process’ is clearly started

- Connecting Rural Europe
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There are some indications of confusion
amongst RDP evaluators!

-> more guidance for evaluators is needed

-> and more guidance for NRNs.....?

Connecting Rural Europe
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3. There is some (inevitable) critical comment
from evaluators....

“..slow start-up”

“..limited engagement with the wider rural
community”

“...need for more relevant activities” etc.

-> but many very positive comments!

- Connecting Rural Europe
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For example:

“...the [network] undoubtedly had a positive
effect with its programme of events and through
the website in enabling regional and national
exchange and knowledge transfer...”

- Connecting Rural Europe
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4. Most comments in the MTEs are focused
upon the outputs and results of networking

-> evaluation of impact will be challenging!

- Connecting Rural Europe
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O A voluntary activity for Managing Authorities
and Network Support Units

@ Flexible and adaptable to the needs of
individual NRNs

© Consistent and comparable with formal
monitoring and evaluation obligations

- Connecting Rural Europe
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D
-
O rocuson assessing the progress and

effectiveness of the NRNs’ own work for the
purpose of improving it
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Quick introduction to the
content of the NRN Self-
Assessment Tool-

- Connecting Rural Europe
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Further Activities

e Launch NRN Self-Assessment Tool-Kit on ENRD
website (June 2011)

e Support Finnish NRN with a joint network meeting on
“Demonstrating the Value of Networking” (May/June
2012)

e Develop common working method for NRNs to
contribute to “Demonstrating the Value of Networking”

- Connecting Rural Europe
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Contact:

Mark Redman
ENRD Networking and Co-operation Support Team

mark.redman@enrd.eu

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu

- Connecting Rural Europe
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